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Introduction 


This article is about my 8 times great grandparents, Richard and Lucy Walpole, and the 
evidence pointing to their origins. It includes details of their descendants down to their 
grandchildren and also a chart showing how Richard and Lucy are forebears of Mark Michael 
Howcutt, an ancestor of most of the Howcutts now living in the British Isles. 


Thank you to: 


e The National Archives and Northamptonshire Record Office for curating and 
making available parish registers and other historical documents. 

e Internet Archive for making freely available online digitised versions of books and 
other resources. 

e Rev James Jackson, who was vicar of Brixworth 1735-1770 and compiled an index 
to its parish register arranged by surname and family groups. This includes many 
details apparently drawn from his personal knowledge and that of his flock.1 The 
volume is referred to below as ‘Jackson’s Index’. An essay about this work can be 
found online. 


' Northamptonshire Record Office (NRO): ML 380. 
? Brixworth — An 18th Century Parish Register Analysis by Francis Howcutt. 
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Quotations and transcripts of documents retain the original spelling but obvious 
abbreviations are silently expanded. Distances between places are the shortest walking 
distances. 


Unless otherwise stated, all the baptisms, marriages and burials for which a date is 
shown took place at Brixworth. 


The Internet links cited were checked on the date of this Introduction. If you find any 
that no longer work or whose destinations have been changed so they are no longer 
relevant, you may be able to find the material that the link previously led to by using the 
Wayback Machine.? 


Francis Howcutt 
30 July 2024 


francishowcutt@qmail.com 


The Walpole surname 


References to Walpole, Waple and other variations of the surname can be found in a number 
of Northamptonshire parishes at least as far back as the 16th century. Indications of the 
number and distribution of people with the name can be found in sources such as parish 
registers, probate and hearth tax records. None of these sources include the entire population 
and the indexes available for digging into them on a county-wide basis have their own 
shortcomings. 


Appendix A lists the Northamptonshire residents with Walpole or a similar surname for whom a 
will was proved or administration granted for their estate prior to 1700. Only a minority of the 
population made wills or had assets large enough (or disputed enough) for administration to 
be worth applying for if no will could be found. Therefore, only a few of the places where 
family members lived during that era are likely to appear in the list. 


During the 16th and 17th centuries the overwhelming majority of the population had their 
children baptised as infants in parish churches and their dead buried either in churchyards or 
within church buildings. Almost all marriages were solemnised in parish churches during that 
period. However, by no means all the registers in which such events should have been 
recorded survive. There are often substantial gaps in their surviving coverage and not all 
entries have been accurately digitised, transcribed and indexed. A meticulous article on the 
subject has calculated that only 63.7% of Northamptonshire parishes have any registers from 
before 1603 and the surviving registers for 27.7% of them do not start until 1650 or later.* 
Therefore, although parish registers where available cover a much larger proportion of the 
total population than can be found in probate records, in many places none of the key events 
of individuals’ lives can be discovered from registers for substantial periods of time. 


3 https://archive.org/web/ 

4 Northamptonshire’s Parish Registers: Survival Estimates and Curious Content by Stephen Swailes. 
Northamptonshire Past & Present, number 73 (2020), p.50. 
http://www.northamptonshirerecordsociety.org.uk/e_npp/NppNo73.pdf 
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The lists of people liable to pay or exempt from paying the hearth tax in the year ending 25 
March 1674 provide almost complete roll calls of householders in Northamptonshire.° The 29 
householders with the surname Walpole or a variation (Waple, Waples, Waypole, Warpoole or 
Weaples) are listed in Appendix B. This provides the most comprehensive overview earlier 
than the 1841 census of the geographical distribution of the surname across the county. 19 of 
the 29 individuals listed (65.5%) were at places no more than ten miles from Brixworth. 


William Walpole (buried at Brixworth in 1700) 


The earliest record of the surname in the Brixworth parish register dates from 30 June 1655 
when ‘Hannah ye daughter of William Wapole’ was baptised. ‘Mercy ye wife of William 
Wapoles’ was buried in 1659. William evidently then married Anne, producing eight children 
who were christened and/or buried between 1661 and 1672/3. ‘Anne ye wife of William 
Walpol’ was buried on 13 February 1672/3. ‘William Waple an aged man’ was buried on 7 May 
1700. It is not known where William lived before he arrived at Brixworth or whether he was a 
close relative of the Richard Walpole the husband of Lucy. Jackson’s Index states that most of 
William’s children died in infancy and does not identify any as having children of their own. 


Richard and Lucy Walpole 


‘Rich. Wapole’ was a churchwarden of Brixworth in 1669 when his name was written on the 
title page and also at the foot of many other pages containing older entries were copied into a 
new parish register volume at the same time. 


Richard does not appear in the Michaelmas 1662 hearth tax list for Brixworth.® Eight years 
later, ‘Richard Waples’ was liable to pay tax for three hearths at Brixworth’, so presumably he 
was among the better-housed inhabitants and had become a householder there since 1662. 
The list for the year ending 25 March 1674 has ‘Richard Weaples’ liable to pay tax for two 
hearths. Whether this reflects a change of home since 1670 or action to avoid paying tax is 
not known. 


There is clear evidence that Richard was literate. On 2 September 1676, Alice Ladd, the widow 
of Samuel Ladd junior of Kingsthorpe, yeoman, renounced any claim to administer the assets 
of her late husband in favour of Robert Allen, a yeoman of Brixworth. ‘Richard Wallpoole’ 
signed his name as witness to the renunciation document.§ 


ikea 


5 The National Archives (TNA): E179/254/14. An introduction and three alternatively arranged indexes to over 22,000 
records of people in Northamptonshire who were liable to pay the hearth tax or exempt from paying are available at: 
https://www.parishchest.com/northamptonshire-hearth-tax-index-1673-1674-10546.php 

6 TNA: E179/254/11. 

TTNA: E179/157/446. 

8 Northampton Archdeaconry Court (NAC): Administration & inventory of Samuel Ladd, 2 September 1676. 
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Richard and Lucy had four children christened at Brixworth: 


Baptised Married Buried 
Bridget 1667/8 Anthony Green 1701 1719 All Saints Northampton 
William 1669 Ann Margets 1705 1741 Brixworth 
Lucy 1672/3 n/a 1720 Brixworth 
Richard 1675 n/a 1736 Brixworth 


The youngest child would hardly have known his father, as Richard senior was buried on 22 
October 1677 when Richard junior was about 24 months old. Lucy did not obtain 
administration of his estate until 13 September 1679. Her sureties - Alexander Spencer, a 
mercer and Richard Collings, a butcher - were both also Brixworth residents. They both signed 
their names but Lucy inscribed her mark. 


Lucy was left to bring up four children. She did not remarry and seems to have remained at 
Brixworth for the rest of her life, where she was buried in the churchyard. The inscription on 
her tombstone reads: 
‘Here Lyeth/ the Body of/ Lucy Walpole/ who was Buryed/ the 5 Day of/ August Anno/ 
Domini 1707’ 


Richard and Lucy's marriage has not been found in any Northamptonshire parish register. Nor 
is there a record of a suitable marriage licence. So, where did they come from? 


Origins of Richard Walpole 


Richard's christening does not feature in the Brixworth register. Very strong evidence leads to 
the conclusion that Richard came from Creaton, which is about three miles away. 


William Walpoole, a blacksmith of Creaton, was ‘not well in health’ when he wrote a capital ‘W’ 
to confirm his will on 18 February 1672/3 (see Appendix C). 


A 
a Pe POTS OR My: f= 
/ AF Menke of, \ am Watpr 


This document mentions his wife Alice, four unmarried daughters (Ann, Mary, Alice & Sarah) 
and a married daughter (Elizabeth Corby) as well as his son Richard. Richard was to have £20 
twelve months after his father's death ‘which I promised to pay him on his marriage’ and also 
two shillings for a legacy. William left to his ‘grandchild and godson, William Walpoole, son of 
the said Richard Walpoole’, all his moveables in his shop and belonging to the trade of a 
blacksmith. 


William was resident at Creaton in 1654, as on 31 May of that year David Battison, a yeoman 
of Great Creaton, made his will and gave his son John Battison a cottage or tenement there 
that was ‘in the occupation of one William Waples of Great Creaton’.° 


° TNA: PROB 11/245/99. 
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Reasons for concluding that Richard (the son mentioned in the will of William of Creaton) was 
the Richard who lived at Brixworth are: 


e Richard Walpole at Brixworth only had one son when William of Creaton made his will 
and the name of that child was William. 

e The reference to an undelivered wedding gift is consistent with Richard not having been 
married for many years at the time William the blacksmith made his will. 

e The signature of Richard of Brixworth spelled his surname as ‘Walpoole’, probably 
indicating how he pronounced it. William Walpoole of Creaton did not sign his name, 
but the spelling ‘Walpoole’ was written ten times in his will, suggesting that the same 
pronunciation was used by William when he dictated its contents. 

e Lucy did not obtain administration of Richard's estate until 13 September 1679 - nearly 
two years after his burial. The will of William of Creaton was proved on 3 August 1678, 
so it may have been that her father-in-law's death prompted Lucy to document that 
she was legally entitled to act on behalf of her late husband. 


A possible difficulty with this Creaton/Brixworth interpretation is that William, son of Richard at 
Brixworth, was only about three years old when the Creaton will was made and so unlikely to 
make immediate use of a blacksmith's tools. He apparently did not take up that trade, as he 
was described as a butcher when he was buried at Brixworth in 1741. 


The Creaton parish register does not survive for the period before 1688, so we cannot check 
whether Richard and Lucy were married there. However, we can be confident that the 
marriage of William whose will was proved in 1678 took place at Cottesbrooke, where the 
parish register records the marriage on 21 January 1640/1 of ‘William Wapell of the parish of 
Great Creaton and Alice Wesson of this parish’. Thus, William would have been married to 
Alice for 32 years when he made his will, in which case a grandson of that marriage would still 
have been a child. This evidence and reasoning undermines the potential difficulty explained in 
the previous paragraph. 


Richard, the son of William of Creaton, already had a child when his father’s will was made in 
1672/3 so he was almost certainly a householder by that stage. Only two of those liable or 
exempt from paying the hearth tax in Northamptonshire in the year ending Lady Day 1674 
were named Richard Walpole (or a variation): 


e Richard Weaples, liable to pay tax for 2 hearths at Brixworth 
e Richard Waples, liable to pay tax for 2 hearths at Sibbertoft. 


Therefore, if the son of William the blacksmith was not living in Brixworth, the only other 
known candidate in Northamptonshire would be Richard Waples of Sibbertoft. A difficulty with 
researching people in that parish is that its registers do not survive from earlier than 1680. 
However, two wills that were made before then year provide information help to make up for 
this shortcoming. 


e On 26 June 1664, Thomas Wapell, a husbandman of Sibbertoft, made his mark to 
confirm his will.t° He asked to be buried at Sibbertoft ‘near unto my last wife’ and left 
bequests to his son William, his son in law Richard Bingham and his grandchildren 


https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D798300 
'!0 NAC: 4th series, book 6, 300. The will was proved on 2 August 1664. 
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Richard Wapell, William Paine, Jane Bingham and Mary Bingham, as well as to the 
mother of his grandchild William Paine. 

e William Waple, a yeoman of Sibbertoft, made his will on 19 April 1671.11 The 
individuals he mentioned and their bequests were: 


His sons William and Richard Waple_| One shilling each 
John Bingham & his wife Jane One shilling 
His wife Jane His cottage & close at Sibbertoft 


These wills indicate that William (died 1671) was the son of Thomas (died 1664). 


The hearth tax list for the year ending 25 March 1674 includes three householders with the 
Waples surname at Sibbertoft, all of whom were liable to pay the tax: 


e Richard Waples, 2 hearths 
e William Waples junior, 1 hearth 
e William Waples senior, 1 hearth 


The most plausible interpretation of these names is that the list had not been updated 
on the death of William senior to replace his name with that of his widow Jane and that 
William junior and Richard were the sons mentioned in the 1671 will. This being the 
case, the son Richard who was living at Sibbertoft in 1673/4 could not have been the 
same person as the son with the same name who was mentioned by the blacksmith at 
Creaton in 1672/3. 


In view of the available evidence, there is no reasonable doubt that William Walpoole, the 
blacksmith of Creaton, and his wife Alice Wesson were the parents of Richard Walpole of 
Brixworth. 


Origins of Lucy Walpole 


There is no explicit documentation for the maiden name of Lucy, the wife of Richard Walpole. 
However, the evidence set out below provides very strong hrounds for concluding that she was 
a daughter of ‘William Collins of Pitsford and Bridget Litchfeild’ of Brixworth who were married 
at St Sepulchre, Northampton on 25 January 1644/5. They were the parents of five children 
christened at Brixworth whose details are set out in Appendix G. 


Richard was not christened at Brixworth so, as the couple raised their family there, it is very 
plausible that Lucy had come from that parish. A total of seven Lucys were baptised at 
Brixworth between 1625 and 1667, six of them during the period 1659 to 1665/6. Jackson's 
Index confirms that none of those six were adults at that time, so they would have been too 
young to be Richard’s wife. The only other Lucy found is ‘Luce, daughter of William and 
Bridget Collins’, who was christened on 21 October 1646. 


'I NAC: 4th series, book 9, number 130. The will was proved on 3 October 1671. 
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The following factors are consistent with Lucy Collins being Richard Walpole's wife: 


Neither the Brixworth register nor Jackson's index record a burial or marriage for Lucy 
Collins. Nor have records of such events been found in parish registers elsewhere in 
Northamptonshire. 

Both of Lucy Collins’ parents remained at Brixworth for the rest of their lives, Bridget 
being buried there in 1668 and William in 1690/1. 

Lucy Collins would have been about 21 years old when the first child of Richard and 
Lucy Walpole was christened. 

Richard and Lucy Walpole's first known child was named Bridget, as was the mother of 
Lucy Collins. 

Richard Collins (a brother of Lucy Collins) was a surety when Lucy Walpole obtained 
administration of her husband's estate. 

Of the five children of William Collins christened at Brixworth, three died by the time 
they were 24 years old, all apparently unmarried. Nothing is known of what happened 
to his last child, Bridget (baptised 1668). William's other child was Lucy Collins. 
Therefore, it may well be that only Lucy raised any grandchildren who would be able to 
take over her father's trade as a butcher after he died. Lucy Walpole's son, William, 
was 21 years old when his Lucy Collins’ father was buried and he did follow the same 
occupation. 


Appendix A: Walpole probate in Northamptonshire before 1700 


All these records are of the proving of wills apart from Richard Walpole (1679), for whom 
there is no will but administration was granted for his estate. 


Name Place Probate | Occupation Court 
George Walpole/Waple Eastcote 1610 Husbandman NAC 
Edward Walpole Haselbech 1611 Yeoman NAC 
Thomas Wallpoole Ingthorpe 1617 Husbandman NAC 
Richard Walpole Haselbech 1638 Shepherd NAC 
William Waple Pattishall 1674 Yeoman PCC 
William Walpoole Creaton 1678 Blacksmith NAC 
Richard Walpole Brixworth 1679 NAC 
Anne Waple Pattishall 1687 Widow PCC 
Robert Walpool Cottesmore | 1688 PET-CC 
William Walpole Cottesmore | 1689 NAC 


NAC = Northampton Archdeaconry Court 


PCC = Prerogative Cour 


PET-CC = Peterborough Consistory Court 


t of Canterbury 
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Appendix B: Walpole records in the 1674 hearth tax lists 
(The National Archives: E179/254/14) 


Forename Surname Hearths Parish Miles from | Liability 
Brixworth 

Alice Waples 1 Dingley 12 ** 
Alice Waples 1 Little Bowden 12 oe 
Benjamin Waples 1 Duston 8 Ce 
Brian Waples 1 Ecton 10 os 
Daniell Waples 1 Clipston 8 

Edward Waples 1 Braybrooke 9 

Francis Waples 1 Kettering 10 

George Waple 6 Towcester 16 

Jane Waple 1 Haselbech 6 asi 
John Waple 1 Naseby 6 —— 
John Waples 1 Desborough 10 

John Waples 1 Harpole 9 ae 
John Waples 2 Kislingbury 9 

John Waypole 1 Peterborough 38 we 
John Waples 1 Whittlebury 16 ay 
Joseph Waple 1 Rushden 17 

Richard Weaples 2 Brixworth 0 

Richard Waples 2 Sibbertoft 10 

Robert Waple 1 Haselbech 6 ail 
Thomas Waples 1 Clipston 8 

Thomas Waples 1 Pattishall 14 

Thomas Waples 1 Great Billing 9 

Widdow Waples 1 Alderton 16 

William Warpoole 2 Creaton 3 

and a forge 

William Waples 3 Pattishall 14 

William Waples 1 Paulerspury 18 

William Weeple 1 Brixworth 0 ao 
William junior | Waples 1 Sibbertoft 10 

William senior | Waples 1 Sibbertoft 10 


** = exempt from payment 
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Appendix C: Will of William Walpoole of Creaton 
(Proved at Northampton Archdeaconry Court, 3rd series, book E, number 61) 


In the name of God Amen. I William Walpoole of Creaton in ye County of Northton Blacksmith 
being at this time not well in health - but yet through the Goodness of God I have the right 
use of my memorie & reason - doe make this my last Will & Testament in manner & forme 
following - 

I bequeath my soul into ye mercifull hands of God, trusting for salvation only by the merits of 
Jesus Xt. My body I give to ye ground in hope of a joyful resurrection, as for that estate which 
God hath been pleased to bestow upon me I give & bequeath as followeth: 

I give unto my wife Alice Wapoole dureing her naturall life my dwelling house homestead & all 
thereunto belonging, with all my personal estate upon condition that shee pay unto my son 
Richard Walpoole the summe of twenty pounds, twelve months after my decease which twenty 
pounds is that which I promised him to pay upon his marriage, he giving her a discharge for it, 
still excepting all my household goods the which my wife shall enjoy dureing her life & then 
they shall equally be divided between my Four daughters Ann Walpoole Mary Walpoole, Alice 
Walpoole, & Sarah Walpoole, & likewise after her decease I give my aforesaid house 
homestead & all thereto belonging unto these my four daughters Ann, Mary, Alice, Sarah, that 
for each & every one of them may have an equall right & interest therein & I bequeath the 
same to them & their heirs for ever according as my right own heirs in my deeds doth 
aipa[ur?] noe, I give my son Richard Walpoole two shillings for a Legacie & my daughter 
Elizabeth Corby five shillings for a Legacie - I give unto my Grand child & God son William 
Walpoole son of the said Richard Wapoole all my moveabls yt are in my shop & belonging to 
my trade of a Blacksmith, I appoint my wife Alice Walpoole executrix of this my last will, In 
Witnese whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal this eighteenth day of Feb: in the yeare 
1672. 

The marke of W William Walpoole 

Witness 

Richard West [signed] 

Samuel Pyke [signed] 


The parish registers of Creaton only survive from 1688 onwards so it is not possible to check 
whether William Walpole was buried there. Probate was granted on 3 August 1678 to Alice 
Walpoole, who was described (in Latin) as ‘daughter and legatee named in the will’. There is a 
note that the value of contents of the inventory totalled £81.05s.05d. The inventory itself has 
not been located. 


The will had appointed William’s wife Alice as executrix. However, that the references in the 
probate record to Alice (the person to whom probate was granted) as a legatee rather than as 
the executrix named in the will implies that William’s wife had died between February 1672/3 
and August 1678 and his daughter of the same name took the wife’s place when the will was 
proved. 


10 
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Appendix D: Bridget Walpole - daughter 
‘Bridget ye daughter of Richard Walpole & Luce’ was baptised on 14 February 1667/8. 


Her marriage took place on 10 June 1701 and was recorded in the parish register and bishops 
transcript of Harrington as ‘Anthony Greene of the parish of All Sts. in Northton, & Bridgett 
Waples of the same parish & towne were marryed June the 10th’. Harrington is a village some 
14 miles north of the centre of Northampton and seven miles north of Brixworth. Its parish 
church was evidently a popular marriage venue at the time, as a total of 15 couples were 
married there in that year, with 27 of the 30 individuals coming from outside the parish. 


Bridget and Anthony had these four children, all of whose births and/or baptisms were 
recorded in the register of All Saints Northampton. In 1703/4 and 1705 it described the father 
as a ‘Horsecorser’ (i.e. a dealer in horses) but in 1709 as an innholder. 


Baptised/born* | Married Buried 
Elizabeth 1702/3 
Anthony 1703/4* Mary Wickes 1725 1741/2 
Richard 1705* Mary Warwick 1766 
James 1709* Dorcas Ward 1739 1769 


Northampton All Saints parish register records the burial on 16 April 1719 of ‘Bridget ye wife 
of Anthony Green’. Further details appear in this request which was included in the will that 
her husband made on 7 July 1749: 
‘I desire that my Body may be decently buried by my Executor hereinafter named under 
the portico of All Saints Church in the Town of Northampton in the same Grave where 
the Remains of my late dear Wife lye deposited’.' 


The portico, shown in the following 18th-century print, was completed in 170117 and would 
have been a relatively new feature of All Saints’ church when Bridget was buried under it. 


2 The will of Anthony Green, a dealer of Brixworth, was proved at Northampton Archdeaconry Court on 2 June 1751. 
'3A History of The Church of All Saints, Northampton by Rev R M Serjeantson (Northampton 1901), p.247. 
https://archive.org/details/historyofchurchoO0Oserjuoft/historyofchurchoOOserjuoft/page/n26 1/mode/2up 
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Appendix E: William Walpole - son 
‘William ye son of Richard Walpole & Luce’ was baptised on 14 February 1669/70. 


His marriage on 15 August 1705 is recorded in the register of St Sepulchre Northampton as 
‘William Waples of Brixworth & Ann Margetts of Harington’. A licence was granted on the same 
day for the marriage of William Waples, bachelor of Brixworth, butcher & Ann Margetts of 
Harrington, spinster, the bondsmen being the groom and Henry Jones, an innkeeper of 
Northampton. Jackson’s Index states that William Walpole (christened 1675, buried 1741) was 
the man who married ‘Anne Margaret born at Kibworth’. This evidence confirms the couple's 
respective origins despite the fact that William was considerably older than Ann'4 


William and Ann had 17 children baptised during the 23 years following their marriage: 


Baptised'> | Married*® Buried 
Richard 1706?” 
Mary 1707 n/a 1708 Brixworth 
William 1708/9 Elizabeth Hillam 174318 1756 St Sepulchre Holborn 
John 1709/10 Sarah Cole 1743 Hannington 1780 Brixworth 
Lucy 1711 George Harris 1740 Orlingbury | 1776 Finedon 
James 1713 n/a 1713 Brixworth 
Jonathan 1714 Elizabeth Hatton 1740 Pitsford | 1791 Pitsford 

Mary Padmore 1771 Pitsford 

Mary 1715/6 Andrew Dickenson 
James 1717 n/a 1749 Finedon 
Bridget 1718 n/a 1718 Brixworth 
Sarah 1720 William Rogers 1745 Brixworth | 1783 Flore 
Bridget 1721 Joseph Tomson 
Ann 1723 n/a 1724 Brixworth 
Robert 1724 n/a 1724 Brixworth 
Ann 1725 
Benjamin 1726 
Thomas 1727 n/a 1727/8 Brixworth 


Brixworth parish register records the burial on 7 December 1741 of ‘William Walpole. Butcher. 
Mortuary pd. 3s.4d."'9 


‘4 Kibworth parish register records the baptism on 4 October 1688 of ‘Anne Margats daughter of John Margats’. 

'S All baptisms other than that of Richard were at Brixworth. 

‘6 The marriages for which a spouse is named but no venue have only been found in Jackson’s Index. 

'” Harrington parish register records the baptism on 26 December 1706 of "Richard ye sonn of Will. and Ann Waples". 
The list in Jackson's Index of children of William & Anne Walpole does not include their son Richard. It starts with an 
entry for a son called William who is stated to have been baptised at Harrington and buried at Brixworth on 23 January 
1716 [1.e. 1716/1717]. It seems Jackson mistook the name with which William & Anne’s first child was christened. 

'8 St Benet Pauls Wharf, London parish register records the marriage on 2 May 1743 of ‘Wm Wapels of St James 
Westmr Middlesex B. & Elizth Hillam of ye same parish. W.’. Jackson’s Index states that William Walpole (baptised 
1708, son of William & Lucy) was married to Elisabeth Hillam. 

'9 & mortuary was a death duty owed to parish priests, but not due from the poor. The subject is discussed in detail by 
Mortuary dues in early sixteenth-century England by Paul Cavill. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/continuity- 
and-change/article/mortuary-dues-in-early-sixteenthcentury-england/236F758F08916523C7BDD38BFA53D4B 1 
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Appendix F - Descent of Mark Michael Howcutt from Richard & Lucy Walpole 


Richard WALPOLE 
BUR 1677 Brixworth 


Bridget WALPOLE 

CHR 1667/8 Brixworth 

MAR 1701 Harrington, Northants 
BUR 1719 Northampton 


Anthony GREEN 

BORN 1703/4 Northampton 
MAR 1725 Brixworth 

BUR 1741/2 Brixworth 


Bridget GREEN 
CHR 1728 Brixworth 
MAR 1753 Maidwell, Northants 


Mary CHAPMAN 

CHR 1759 Old 

MARR 1779 Brixworth 
BUR 1797 Brixworth 


Elizabeth MARTIN 

BORN 1780 Old 

MAR 1800 Great Linford, Bucks 
DIED 1853 Brixworth 


John HOWCUTT 

CHR 1801 Brixworth 

MAR 1830 St James Westminster 
DIED 1859 Brixworth 


Mark Michael HOWCUTT 
BORN 1837 Brighton 


MAR 1865 Holy Trinity Marylebone 


DIED 1897 Linslade, Beds 


Lucy COLLINS 
CHR 1646 Brixworth 
BUR 1707 Brixworth 


Anthony GREEN 
BORN near Horncastle, Lincs 


BUR 1751 Northampton 


Mary WICKES 
BORN 1695/6 Welford, Northants 


BUR 1790 Brixworth 


Benjamin CHAPMAN 
CHR 1726 Old, Northants 


BUR 1764 Old 


James MARTIN 
CHR 1755 Brixworth 


BUR 1799 Brixworth 


Thomas HOWCUTT 
CHR 1776 Brixworth 


DIED 1844 Brixworth 


Sarah MOODEY 
BORN 1808 Barlavington, Sussex 


DIED 1886 Northampton 


Sarah Elizabeth WEIGHTMAN 
BORN 1844 Cheddington, Bucks 


DIED 1891 Wing, Bucks 
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Appendix G: The Collins family of Pitsford and Brixworth 


Pitsford is a parish about four miles north of the centre of Northampton. It is now just outside 
the built-up area of the town and well known for its reservoir, which covers a large proportion 
of the area between the village and its neighbours, Holcot and Brixworth. 


The Pitsford parish register survives from 1560. Almost all the early references found to 
members of the Collins family concern immediate relatives of Abraham Collins. Exceptions are 
the marriages of ‘William Callis' from Arthingworth to Anne Wayde (1608) and of John Collins 
to Anne Hickman (1612); their links, if any, to Abraham are not known. 


The following account does not mention everyone with the Collins surname who has been 
recorded at Pitsford but extends down as far as Abraham’s grandchildren. 


North-east of Market Harborough but within Northamptonshire, is the parish of Ashley whose 
register records the marriage on 21 January 1604/5 of ‘Abraham Collines & Jone Goodman’. 
These baptisms recorded in the register at Church Brampton were almost certainly of children 
of the same couple: 


e 11 January 1605/6 - Mary Collins daughter of Abraham Collins 
e 30 October 1608 - John Collins sonn of Abraham Collins 


The reasons for making this connection is that although Church Brampton is about 19 miles 
from Ashley, Abraham Collins is not a name often found in the area and the first baptism at 
Church Brampton took place just under 12 months after the marriage at Ashley. Moreover, 
there is little doubt that Abraham Collins recorded at Church Brampton moved the three miles 
to Pitsford, where ‘Francis the sonne of Abraham Collins & Jone his wife‘ was baptised on 10 
November 1611. Joan —- whose name matches the bride at Ashley - did not survive for long 
but was buried there on 21 April of the following year. Two weeks later, her son Francis 
followed her to the grave. 


It seems that Abraham remarried fairly soon afterwards, as Samuel, son of Abraham and 
Agnes Collins, was baptised at Pitsford on 3 September 1613. A few months later, On 24 
March 1613/14, Mary daughter of Abraham Collins was buried, evidently having lived for eight 
years. 


No record of Agnes Collins' burial has been found?° but she must have died during 1614-1617 
as on 29 September 1617 Abraham Collins married Mary Jackson at Pitsford. Abraham and 
Mary presented four children for baptism there: 


Baptised | Married Buried 
Richard 1618/9 
Abraham 1620/1 
William 1622/3 Bridget Lichfield 1644/5 1690/1 
Thomas 1628 Anne Hull 1692/3 


20 Abraham’s wife cannot have been Agnes Collins who was buried at Boughton on 20 August 1615, as its parish 
register describes that person as ‘an olde mayden’. 
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On 4 March 1638/9, Richard son of Abraham Collins, a butcher of Pitsford, was apprenticed to 
John Barnes of the Butcher’s Company in London. 


No record has been found of the burial of Abraham Collins. Pitsford parish register records only 
three burials during the 28 years of 1642 to 1669, so presumably he died during that period. 


Two of Abraham and Mary's sons migrated to Brixworth, each of whom were liable to pay tax 
on one hearth in the year ending Lady Day 1674. Their mother was therefore almost certainly 
the same person as ‘Mary Collins, widdowe’ who was buried at Brixworth on 9 January 1667/8, 
which slightly narrows the interval during which Abraham would have expired. 

William & Bridget Collins 


‘William the sonne of Abraham Collens & Marye his wife’ was baptised at Pitsford on 2 March 
1622/3. 


The register of St Sepulchre Northampton records the marriage on 25 January 1644/5 of 
‘William Collins of Pisford & Bridgitt Litchfeild of Brixworth’. 


William and Bridget Collins had these children baptised at Brixworth: 


Baptised Married Buried 
William 1645 n/a 1645 
Lucy 1646 Richard Walpole 1707 
Ann 1649 n/a 1669 
Richard 1656 n/a 1680 
Bridget 1668 


Bridget's last pregnancy seems not to have gone well as she was buried at Brixworth on 14 
December 1668. William married Susannah [?] of Rothwell at Brixworth on 17 June 1673.21 


William and Bridget’s son Richard was evidently literate, as he signed his name as a surety 
when administration of the estate of Richard Walpole was granted in September 1679. 


istord Geings 


Richard did not live long after then, as the burial on 12 April 1680 of ‘Richd Collins a yong 
Man’ is recorded in the Brixworth register. Administration was granted by Northampton 
Archdeaconry Court to his father, described as William Collins a butcher of Brixworth, who 
inscribed his mark on the associated bond. 


*1 Jackson’s Index states the name of the bride as ‘Susanh. Row’. However, the entry in Brixworth parish register itself 
appears to spell her surname as Vone. 
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It appears that William and Susannah remained at Brixworth for the rest of their lives as it 
was there that ‘Willm Collins a butcher’ was buried on 7 February 1690/1 and Susannah 
Collins on 4 October 1709. 
Thomas & Anne Collins 


Pitsford parish register records the baptism on 21 May 1628 of ‘Thomas the sonne of Abraham 
Collins and Mary his wife’. 


Thomas and Anne Collins had these children baptised at Brixworth: 


Baptised/born* | Married Buried 
Abraham 1657* Susan Botteley 1687 1692 
William 1660 Hannah Walton 1687 1709 
Richard 1664 n/a 1668 
Anne 1668 
Elizabeth 1674 


The register of St Sepulchre Northampton records the marriage of ‘Thomas Collins of Pisford 
and Ann Hull of Bricksworth’ without stating any date but written between marriages recorded 
as taking place on 23 October 1658 and 13 November 1658. This suggests that the couple’s 
first child was born before their marriage. However, as the Collins-Hull marriage was inserted 
at the foot of a column of entries, it may be that it was not added in chronological order. 


Thomas was buried at Brixworth on 6 March 1692/3. When administration was granted by 
Northampton Archdeaconry Court on 22 April 1693 for the estate of Thomas Collins of 
Brixworth, his widow Anne made her mark on the associated bond. The sureties were Thomas 
Collins, a butcher of Cottesbrooke?* and Robert Stevens of Rushden, a farmer. 


The widow Anne Collins survived until 1700. Explicit proof of Thomas' origins has not been 
found but he named his first known son Abraham and it is almost certain that he was the son 
of Abraham and Mary Collins who was baptised at Pitsford in 1628. If so, he would have been 
a brother of the William Collins (1622/3-1690/1) who moved from Pitsford to Brixworth and 
who shared with him the occupation as a butcher. A further indication of a close family 
connection is that Thomas Collins signed his name as surety for William Collins when William 
was granted administration for the estate of his son Richard in 1680. 


>? Tt is likely that Thomas of Cottesbrooke was a close relative of the Collins families at Brixworth but the precise 
connection has not been established. 
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